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Forty miles from Ladysmith, along the line of railway, was
an advanced post of 4,000 men, at Glencoe, five miles from
the station at Dundee. This was held by General Penn
Symons with the ist Royal Irish Fusiliers, the 2nd Dublin
Fusiliers, the ist Leicester Regiment, the i8th Hussars, three
companies of mounted infantry, and three batteries of field
artillery.

Sir George White was strongly opposed to this division of
his army, and desired General Penn Symons to fall back from
Glencoe and join him at Ladysmith. Unfortunately, however,
he allowed himself to be persuaded against his better judgment
by General Symons and other advisers, who were of opinion
that much damage would be done to our prestige if Glencoe
were abandoned without a fight General Symons himself
was confident that he could hold the place successfully against
the Boer commandos, and was desperately anxious for the
honour of striking the first blow at the enemy.

News soon came that strong forces of Transvaalers and
Free Staters were converging upon the northern angle of
Natal, which runs up like a sharp wedge between the two
Republics, with the rugged Drakensberg Mountains on its
western frontier, with the Buffalo River on the east, and with
its gateway at the ill-omened pass of Laing's Nek and Majuba
Hill. No attempt was made to bar their entry to this
dangerous defile, and the commando, under a famous old
Boer named Lucas Meyer, took possession of Charlestown at
the top of the wedge, and then marched in a leisurely fashion
to Newcastle, which they also occupied without opposition.
British scouts now came falling back with the news of their
approach, and also with information of other forces making
for the Drakensberg passes on the west, and for the Buffalo
River on the east.

General Penn Symons would have been justified in feeling
a little anxious, his advanced position being threatened in
front and on both flanks by an enemy of whose numbers he
was quite ignorant. Like all British soldiers at this time,